


Seeing 1 Peter 2:8 through Calvinist Glasses

1 Peter 2:8 (KJV) 
8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: 
whereunto also they were appointed. 

When the Calvinist sees this verse, the word “appointed” is a trigger word that pushes the mind automatically into a 
paradigm of Calvinistic, deterministic thought. Whatever else the passage is or might be discussing is automatically 
nullified by this trigger word, and they are thenceforth closed off from any meaning the passage contains. 

Since the Calvinist is very me-centered, they automatically think that this “appointment to stumble” is a reference to 
the modern day gentile who rejects the ”gospel” the Calvinists claim to preach. In other words, they see this as a 
viable explanation for why people who reject their message and system do so: they are supposedly subject to an 
unconditional decree of reprobation from before the foundation of the world. 

This viewpoint within Calvinism comprises the blinders (2 Cor. 4:4) that prevent people from seeing scripture clearly. 
This is a systemic poison that affects nearly every passage. It is not a peripheral non-essential. It is a blood cancer 
that taints and ultimately destroys every aspect of a person’s or group’s commitment to Christ. 



1 Peter 2:2-10 (KJV)
2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye 
may grow thereby: 
3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of 
men, but chosen of God, and precious, 
5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ.
6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in 
Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on 
him shall not be confounded.
7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them 
which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, 
the same is made the head of the corner,
8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them
which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also 
they were appointed.
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of 
him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light: 
10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people 
of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained 
mercy.

Observation questions:
Ø Who was appointed to what, by what or whom, and 

why?
ü Israel’s rulers were appointed to stumble by 

prophecy from God – because they were 
disobedient

Ø Were they appointed to be disobedient, or to stumble?
ü They were appointed to stumble BECAUSE they 

were disobedient. 
Ø Such appointment to stumble or not believe is never 

unconditional, and it is never aimed at Gentiles in the 
church age. 
Ø 2 Thess. 2:10-12 is the only thing that comes close, 

but that deception comes as a consequence for 
rejecting truth in the first place, and the deception 
will be delivered by the Son of Perdition. 

Calvinist presumption: “whereunto also they were 
appointed” proves that non-elect people (including modern-
day Gentiles) were unconditionally appointed to 
disobedience and damnation. 



Isaiah 28 King James Version (KJV)
28 Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim, whose glorious beauty is a 
fading flower, which are on the head of the fat valleys of them that are overcome with 
wine!
2 Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong one, which as a tempest of hail and a 
destroying storm, as a flood of mighty waters overflowing, shall cast down to the earth 
with the hand.
3 The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall be trodden under feet:
4 And the glorious beauty, which is on the head of the fat valley, shall be a fading flower, 
and as the hasty fruit before the summer; which when he that looketh upon it seeth, 
while it is yet in his hand he eateth it up.
5 In that day shall the LORD of hosts be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, 
unto the residue of his people,
6 And for a spirit of judgment to him that sitteth in judgment, and for strength to them 
that turn the battle to the gate.
7 But they also have erred through wine, and through strong drink are out of the way; 
the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are swallowed up of 
wine, they are out of the way through strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble in 
judgment. (PLENTY OF MENTION OF SIN FOR THE PENDING JUDGMENT)
8 For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, so that there is no place clean.
9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? 
them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.
10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon 
line; here a little, and there a little:
11 For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.
12 To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this 
is the refreshing: yet they would not hear. (ACTS 3:19)
13 But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon 
precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might 
go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.
14 Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, that rule this people which is 
in Jerusalem.
15 Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at 
agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: 

for we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves:
16 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a 
tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make 
haste.
17 Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail 
shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.
18 And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell 
shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be 
trodden down by it.
19 From the time that it goeth forth it shall take you: for morning by morning shall it 
pass over, by day and by night: and it shall be a vexation only to understand the report.
20 For the bed is shorter than that a man can stretch himself on it: and the covering 
narrower than that he can wrap himself in it.
21 For the LORD shall rise up as in mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the valley of 
Gibeon, that he may do his work, his strange work; and bring to pass his act, his strange 
act.
22 Now therefore be ye not mockers, lest your bands be made strong: for I have heard 
from the Lord GOD of hosts a consumption, even determined upon the whole earth.
23 Give ye ear, and hear my voice; hearken, and hear my speech.
24 Doth the plowman plow all day to sow? doth he open and break the clods of his 
ground?
25 When he hath made plain the face thereof, doth he not cast abroad the fitches, and 
scatter the cummin, and cast in the principal wheat and the appointed barley and the 
rie in their place?
26 For his God doth instruct him to discretion, and doth teach him.
27 For the fitches are not threshed with a threshing instrument, neither is a cart wheel 
turned about upon the cummin; but the fitches are beaten out with a staff, and the 
cummin with a rod.
28 Bread corn is bruised; because he will not ever be threshing it, nor break it with the 
wheel of his cart, nor bruise it with his horsemen.
29 This also cometh forth from the LORD of hosts, which is wonderful in counsel, and 
excellent in working.



Romans 9:31-33 (KJV)
31 But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of 
righteousness.
32 Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For 
they stumbled at that stumblingstone;
33 As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever 
believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

1 Corinthians 1:22-23 (KJV)
22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:
23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness;

Ephesians 2:20-21 (KJV)
20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner stone;
21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:



Luke 20:17-18 (KJV)
17 And he beheld them, and said, What is this then that is 
written, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is 
become the head of the corner?
18 Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall be broken; but 
on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.

Isaiah 8:14-17 (KJV) 
14 And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of 
stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of 
Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem.
15 And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be 
broken, and be snared, and be taken.
16 Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples.
17 And I will wait upon the LORD, that hideth his face from 
the house of Jacob, and I will look for him.

1 Thessalonians 2:14-16 (KJV)
14 For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God 
which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered 
like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of the 
Jews:
15 Who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and 
have persecuted us; and they please not God, and are contrary 
to all men:
16 Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be 
saved, to fill up their sins alway: for the wrath is come upon 
them to the uttermost. – Leviticus 26



Matthew 13:13-15 (KJV)
13 Therefore speak I to 
them in parables: because 
they seeing see not; and 
hearing they hear not, 
neither do they 
understand.
14 And in them is fulfilled 
the prophecy of Esaias, 
which saith, By hearing ye 
shall hear, and shall not 
understand; and seeing ye 
shall see, and shall not 
perceive:
15 For this people's heart is 
waxed gross, and their ears 
are dull of hearing, and 
their eyes they have 
closed; lest at any time 
they should see with their 
eyes and hear with their 
ears, and should 
understand with their 
heart, and should be 
converted, and I should 
heal them.

Mark 4:11-12 (KJV)
11 And he said unto them, Unto you it is 
given to know the mystery of the 
kingdom of God: but unto them that are 
without, all these things are done in 
parables:
12 That seeing they may see, and not 
perceive; and hearing they may hear, and 
not understand; lest at any time they 
should be converted, and their sins 
should be forgiven them.Luke 8:9-10 (KJV)
9 And his disciples asked him, saying, 
What might this parable be?
10 And he said, Unto you it is given to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
God: but to others in parables; that 
seeing they might not see, and hearing 
they might not understand.

Romans 11:7-10
7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; 
but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded.
8 (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of 
slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they 
should not hear;) unto this day.
9 And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, 
and a stumblingblock, and a recompence unto them:
10 Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow 
down their back alway

Acts 28:24-28 (KJV)
24 And some believed the things which were spoken, and some 
believed not.
25 And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, 
after that Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost 
by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers,
26 Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and 
shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive:
27 For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are 
dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should 
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand 
with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal 
them.
28 Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is 
sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it.

John 12:39-40 (KJV)
39 Therefore they could not believe, 
because that Esaias said again,
40 He hath blinded their eyes, and 
hardened their heart; that they should 
not see with their eyes, nor understand 
with their heart, and be converted, and I 
should heal them.



“Appointed…to stumble”
1. This is always to Israel, God’s “elect”

2. It is never to Gentiles

3. It is a CONSEQUENCE for sin, not unconditional

4. Hardening required = total depravity

5. Use of Parables for obscurity = total depravity

6. The prophets who wrote the material lacked understanding

7.
The disciples for whom the information was intended required 

explanation in plain language

8. Temporary

9. Dealt with leadership (“them that rule” – Isa. 28:14)



Jeremiah 44:16-18
16 As for the word that thou hast spoken unto us in the name of 
the LORD, we will not hearken unto thee.
17 But we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth out of 
our own mouth, to burn incense unto the queen of heaven, 
and to pour out drink offerings unto her, as we have done, we, 
and our fathers, our kings, and our princes, in the cities of 
Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem: for then had we plenty 
of victuals, and were well, and saw no evil.
18 But since we left off to burn incense to the queen of heaven, 
and to pour out drink offerings unto her, we have wanted all 
things, and have been consumed by the sword and by the 
famine.

Isaiah 28:15
15 Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, 
and with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing 
scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we 
have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid 
ourselves:

Covenant (alliance) with foreigners who are enemies of God
Covenant with false gods 



Cycle Leviticus 26
1 14 But if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not do all these commandments;

2
18 And if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto me, then I will punish you seven 
times more for your sins.

3
21 And if ye walk contrary unto me, and will not hearken unto me; I will bring 
seven times more plagues upon you according to your sins.

4

23 And if ye will not be reformed by me by these things, but will walk contrary 
unto me;
24 Then will I also walk contrary unto you, and will punish you yet seven times 
for your sins.

5
27 And if ye will not for all this hearken unto me, but walk contrary unto me;
28 Then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury; and I, even I, will chastise you 
seven times for your sins.

FIVE (5) CYCLES OF DISCIPLINE ON ISRAEL



“The key to knowing what’s 
happening in the Bible is to know 

what’s happening with Israel.”
- Kevin Thompson 



Who is Peter’s Audience:

1 Peter 1:1 (KJV) 
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers

scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, 
and Bithynia, 
Acts 2:10 (KJV) 
10 Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of 
Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and 

proselytes, 
Acts 13:17 (KJV) 
17 The God of this people of Israel chose our fathers, and 
exalted the people when they dwelt as strangers in the 
land of Egypt, and with an high arm brought he them out of 
it. 
Acts 8:1 (KJV) 
1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time 
there was a great persecution against the church which was 
at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad

throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the 
apostles. 
1 Peter 2:6 (KJV) 
6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I 
lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that 

believeth on him shall not be confounded. 
1 Peter 2:12 (KJV) 
12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: 
that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may 
by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in 
the day of visitation. 
Galatians 2:7-8 (KJV) 
7 But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the 
uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of 
the circumcision was unto Peter; 
8 (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the 
apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me 
toward the Gentiles:) 
Romans 9:27-29 (KJV) 
27 Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number 
of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a 

remnant shall be saved: 
28 For he will finish the work, and cut it short in 
righteousness: because a short work will the Lord make 
upon the earth. 
29 And as Esaias said before, Except the Lord of Sabaoth 
had left us a seed, we had been as Sodoma, and been 
made like unto Gomorrha. 



• Israel has not been following the Torah for some time
• Torah following was corrupted by Talmud/Covenant with Rome
• Israel is given chance to repent in her Messiah
• Rejection of Messiah brings on 5th Cycle of Discipline (Lev. 26)
• 5th CoD affects Israel as a whole and her leaders/rulers
• Peter’s audience is the believing remnant 
• Remnant left Jerusalem before the Titus siege (70 AD) 

SUMMARY



CLOSING
• I hope you enjoyed this video.
• Please share these videos by word of mouth, social media…any way 

you can.
• Thanks to all of you who financially support this ministry. It wouldn’t 

be possible without you.
• If you’re not a subscriber, subscribe to the channel for future videos so 

that you never have to wallow in un-remedied ignorance for too long.
• Thanks for watching. May the Lord Bless you, and Good day. 
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