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Declaration of Independence

Taxation without representation

Taxation without representation was only 
grievance number 17 out of 27.

It was given little emphasis in Declaration, 
yet it is the one most known today.



Declaration of Independence

Greater Grievances Listed:

The Abuse of representative powers (11x more often)

The Abuse of military powers (7x more often)

The Abuse of Judicial Powers (4x more often)

Stirring up domestic insurrection (2x more often)



Declaration of Independence

The Economic view of history 
has come to replace the actual 
view of history.



Religion of the Founders

The modern story 
tells us that most of 
the founders were 
deists or secular.



Religion of the Founders

Religious Affiliation # Signers % Signers

Episcopalian/Anglican 32 57.1%

Congregationalist 13 23.2%

Presbyterian 12 21.4%

Quaker 2 3.6%

Unitarian/Universalist/Deist 2 3.6%

Catholic 1 1.8%

TOTAL 56 100%

SIGNERS OF THE DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE

http://www.adherents.com/gov/Founding_Fathers_Religion.html

http://www.adherents.com/gov/Founding_Fathers_Religion.html


Religion of the Founders

Religious Affiliation # Signers % Signers

Episcopalian/Anglican 14 29%

Congregationalist 9 19%

Presbyterian 4 8%

Catholic
1 2%

Quaker 1 2%

Huguenot 1 2%

Lutheran 1 2%

Protestant - other 18 38%

TOTAL 48 100%

SIGNERS OF THE ARTICLES OF 
CONFEDERATION

http://www.adherents.com/gov/Founding_Fathers_Religion.html

http://www.adherents.com/gov/Founding_Fathers_Religion.html


Religion of the Founders

Religious Affiliation # Signers % Signers

Episcopalian/Anglican 31 56.4%

Presbyterian 16 29.1%

Congregationalist 8 14.5%

Quaker 3 5.5%

Catholic 2 3.6%

Methodist 2 3.6%

Lutheran 2 3.6%

Dutch Reformed
2 3.6%

TOTAL 55 100%

Delegates to the Constitutional 
Convention of 1787 including Signers 

of the Constitution

http://www.adherents.com/gov/Founding_Fathers_Religion.html

http://www.adherents.com/gov/Founding_Fathers_Religion.html


George Washington

Account from an 1856 
Maryland History Textbook



By the all-powerful 

dispensations of  Providence, I have 

been protected beyond all human 

probability or expectation; for I had 

four bullets through my coat, and 

two horses shot under me, yet [I] 

escaped unhurt, although death was 

leveling my companions on every 
side of  me. ðGeorge Washington

Colonel George Washington takes over command from the dying General Braddock, at the Battle of  the Monongahela 

(Braddock s Defeat), July 9, 1755

Indian Chief Guyasuta, 15 Years Later:
I have traveled a long and weary path 

that I might see the young warrior of the 
great battle. I am come to pay homage to 
the man who is the particular favorite of 
Heaven, and who can never die in battle.



George Washington

Account from an 1856 
Maryland History Textbook

...today, this story has 
disappeared from textbooks.



John Adams

The general principles on which 
the fathers achieved 
independence were the general 
ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÉÔÙȣ) ×ÉÌÌ 
avow that I then believed, and 
now believe, that those general 
principles of Christianity are as 
eternal and immutable as the 
existence and attributes of God.

2nd President



Compiled and 
published in 1813

Dr. Benjamin 
Rush

Dr. Rev. John 
Witherspoon



Early Education



Early Education
A Wise Son Maketh a glad father, but a foolish son is the 

heaviness of his mother.

Better is a little with the fear of the Lord, than great 

treasure & trouble therewith.

Come unto Christ all ye that labor and are heavy laden and 

he will give you rest.

Do not the abominable thing which I hate saith the Lord.

Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.


