
ACTS 2:40 
CALVINISM, BIBLE VERSIONS AND THE TRUTH 



Acts 2:40 (KJV)  
40 And with many other words 
did he testify and exhort, saying, 
Save yourselves from this 
untoward generation.  



Acts 2:40 (KJV)  
40 And with many other words 
did he testify and exhort, saying, 
Save yourselves from this 
untoward generation.  ? 



1. THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO DO NOT 
BELIEVE THAT A PERSON CAN SAVE 
THEIR OWN SOUL, YET STILL BELIEVE 
THAT THE KJV RENDERING OF ACTS 2:40 
IS CORRECT. 
 
2. THIS IS AN EXPLANATION FOR THEIR 
POSITION 



AVENUES OF APPROACH 
  BIBLE TRANSLATION IS WRONG… 

  THIS SUPPORTS THAT A PERSON CAN DO 
SOMETHING TO “SAVE” THEMSELVES… 

  INCORRECTLY USED BY ARMINIANS AND 
CALVINISTS TO SUPPORT FALSE DOCTRINE… 

IN ALL THESE CASES, THE PASSAGE IS FORCED TO CONFORM TO A 
PRESUPPOSED DOCTRINE, AND NONE OF THE ANTAGONISTS 

ACTUALLY INTERPRET THE PASSAGE, ASK WHAT IT’S ABOUT, OR 
HAVE ANY FAITH THAT GOD MIGHT BE TRYING TO SAY 

SOMETHING THEY DO NOT YET UNTERSTAND!  IN OTHER WORDS, 
GOD LOSES HIS SOVEREIGN ABILITY TO COMMUNICATE CLEARLY. 



We’ll get into the Greek in just a bit. 



SOME PEOPLE HAVE A “SAVED” FIXATION. JUST LIKE BAPTISMAL 
REGENERATIONISTS SEE “WATER” AND THINK “BAPTISM” AND SEE 
“BAPTISM” AND THINK “WATER,” SOME PEOPLE THINK THAT EVERY 

OCCURANCE OF ANY FORM OF THE WORD “SAVE, SAVED, OR 
SALVATION” HAS SOMETHING TO DO WITH THE ETERNAL 

SAVLATION OF THE INDIVIDUAL SOUL FROM SIN AND HELL THAT 
THEY ARE FAMILIAR WITH IN NEW TESTAMENT DOCTRINE. 

SAVED DOES NOT ALWAYS HAVE A DOCTRINAL SALVATION 
MEANING. EVERY TIME YOU SEE THE WORD SAVED, YOU SHOULD 

ASK, “SAVED FROM WHAT?” THEN PLAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO THE 
GENERAL AND SPECIFIC CONTEXT AS YOU SEARCH FOR THE 

ANSWER. 



Calvinists are particularly bad about 
taking away the flexibility of  context in 
the use of  a term by assigning 
inseparable undertones that override 
any context such as they do with the 
word “elect.”   



THE WORD “GOSPEL” DOES NOT APPEAR IN THE BOOK OF ACTS UNTIL 
ACTS 8:25. 
 
THE DISCIPLES DO NOT KNOW THAT GENTILES CAN REPENT UNTIL 
ACTS 11:18, BEFORE ACTS 10, THEY ONLY PREACH TO JEWS (ACTS 11:19) 
AND PROSYLITES (ACTS 2:10). 
 
SALVATION BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH BEING COMMON AMONG 
GENTILES AND JEWS IS NOT EVEN SHARED KNOWLEDGE UNTIL ACTS 
15:9-22. 
 
Acts 15:9-11 (KJV)  
9  And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.  
10  Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of  the disciples, 
which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?  
11  But we believe that through the grace of  the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even 
as they. 



TAKE CAREFUL NOTE OF PETER’S TRANSFORMATION OF 
KNOWLEDGE DURING THE BOOK OF ACTS. 
 
 Acts 1:5 (KJV)  
5  For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost 
not many days hence.  
 
Acts 2:38 (KJV)  
38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of  you in the name 
of  Jesus Christ for the remission of  sins, and ye shall receive the gift of  the Holy 
Ghost.  
 
Acts 11:15-16 (KJV)  
15  And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning.  
16  Then remembered I the word of  the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized 
with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.  



Acts is primarily a historical book of  
transition, more so than a doctrinal 
dissertation like Romans or Galatians. 
Acts 2:40 is simply a record of  what 
Peter said, much like Job 12:6 (which 
see) is simply a record of  something 
someone said. 



THREE QUESTIIONS: 
  WHAT SHALL WE DO? – ACTS 2:37 

  WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED? – ACTS 16:31 

  WHAT WILT THOU HAVE ME TO DO? – ACTS 9:6 



Acts 2:6-12 (KJV)  
6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were 
confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language.  
7 And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are 
not all these which speak Galilaeans?  
8 And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?  
9 Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in 
Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia,  
10 Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of  Libya about Cyrene, 
and strangers of  Rome, Jews and proselytes,  
11 Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful 
works of  God.  
12 And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What 
meaneth this?  

Verse 5 – “…at Jerusalem…” 



Acts 2:22-23 (KJV)  
22 Ye men of  Israel, hear these words; Jesus of  Nazareth, a man approved of  God 
among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the 
midst of  you, as ye yourselves also know:  
23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of  God, 
ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:  
 
Acts 2:36-37 (KJV)  
36  Therefore let all the house of  Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that 
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.  
37  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto 
Peter and to the rest of  the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?  
 
The message was that the Nation killed its Messiah, not of  hell-bound sinners 
who need a Savior.  



The return of  Christ and Christ’s political Kingdom is what’s on Peter’s mind: 
 
Acts 1:6-7 (KJV)  
6  When they therefore were come together, they asked of  him, saying, Lord, wilt 
thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?  
7  And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, 
which the Father hath put in his own power.  
 
Acts 1:11 (KJV)  
11  Which also said, Ye men of  Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this 
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.  



The return of  Christ and Christ’s political Kingdom is what’s on Peter’s mind: 
 
Acts 3:19-23 (KJV)  
19  Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, 
when the times of  refreshing shall come from the presence of  the Lord;  
20  And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you:  
21  Whom the heaven must receive until the times of  restitution of  all things, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of  all his holy prophets since the world 
began.  
22  For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God 
raise up unto you of  your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things 
whatsoever he shall say unto you. (Deut. 18:15; Jn. 1:21; 6:16)  
23  And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, 
shall be destroyed from among the people.  



Israel Presented 
with Promised Land 
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40 years in wilderness Israel Enters Promised Land 

Israel Presented 
with Messiah and 

Kingdom 40-year Messianic-apostolic 
ministry 

God Institutes Deut. 32:21 (Romans 10:19) 
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John 6:31 (KJV)  
31 Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat.  
John 6:49-50 (KJV)  
49  Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead.  
50  This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die.  
John 6:58 (KJV)  
58  This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of  this bread shall 
live for ever.  

Hebrews 3-4 draws a clear parallel between entry into the promised 
land compared with entry into the Messianic Kingdom 

Messianic 
Kingdom 

See Leviticus 26:14-39 for the 5 cycles of  discipline with which God deals with the Nation of  Israel.  



70 AD – TITUS DESTROYS JERUSALEM 

2nd ADVEND OF JESUS CHRIST 



Acts 2:21 (KJV)  
21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of  the Lord shall be 
saved.  
 
Joel 2:30-32 (KJV)  
30  And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of  
smoke.  
31  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and 
the terrible day of  the LORD come.  
32  And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of  the LORD shall be 
delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath 
said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.  
 
Joel 3 speaks of  the Lord roaring out or Zion and exacting judgment and war on all the 
heathen. 



Matthew 3:11-12 (KJV)  
11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is 
mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost, and with fire:  
12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat 
into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff  with unquenchable fire.  
Hebrews 10:27 (KJV)  
27  But a certain fearful looking for of  judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour 
the adversaries.  
Revelation 14:9-11 (KJV)  
9  And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If  any man worship the 
beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,  
10  The same shall drink of  the wine of  the wrath of  God, which is poured out without 
mixture into the cup of  his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of  the holy angels, and in the presence of  the Lamb:  
11  And the smoke of  their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest 
day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of  
his name. 



Acts 2:40 (KJV)  
40 And with many other words 
did he testify and exhort, saying, 
Save yourselves from this 
untoward generation.  

*untoward = “wicked” “crooked” 



Acts 2:40   
40 And with many other 
words did he testify and 
exhort, saying, Save 
yourselves from this 
untoward generation.  

Acts 2:40   
40 And with many other 
words did he testify and 
exhort, saying, Save 
yourselves from sin and 
hell.  

WHICH OF THESE IS CORRECT? 



Matthew 23:34-37 (KJV)  
34 Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and 
scribes: and some of  them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of  them shall 
ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city:  
35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, 
from the blood of  righteous Abel unto the blood of  Zacharias son of  
Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar.  
36 Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation.  
37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them 
which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not!  

*untoward = “wicked” “crooked” 



•  WWI Generation is Called the Greatest Generation 
•  We don’t want to be the generation that crippled our 

descendants with overwhelming national debt. 
•  We don’t want to be the generation that let freedom slip from 

our grasp. 
•  If  we are part of  that generation, we don’t want to go down in 

the history books as taking part in it or standing idly by while it 
happened.  

•  Atlas shrugged is a modern day story about saving one’s self  
from the fate of  a contemporary generation.  

•  Peter is saying, “don’t be a part of  the problem of  this 
generation and the fate it is facing. Save yourselves from that.” 



Luke 21:20-24 (KJV)  
20 And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know 
that the desolation thereof  is nigh.  
21 Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; and let them 
which are in the midst of  it depart out; and let not them that are in the 
countries enter thereinto.  
22 For these be the days of  vengeance, that all things which are written 
may be fulfilled.  
23 But woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck, in 
those days! for there shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon 
this people.  
24 And they shall fall by the edge of  the sword, and shall be led away 
captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of  the 
Gentiles, until the times of  the Gentiles be fulfilled.  



Acts 8:1 (KJV)  
1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that 
time there was a great persecution against the church 
which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered 
abroad throughout the regions of  Judaea and Samaria, 
except the apostles.  
 
 
Are the Christians in Jerusalem when Titus shows up? 



They are to Segregate themselves from the generation of  
Christ-rejecters who were responsible for the death of  
Christ. 
 
2 Corinthians 6:17 (KJV)  
17  Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; 
and I will receive you,  



Acts 2:37 (KJV)  
37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their 
heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of  the apostles, 
Men and brethren, what shall we do?  
 
Notice, they do NOT ask “What shall we do to be 
saved?” 
 
It’s, “Our Messiah showed up and we killed him? Oh my! 
What do we do?” 



Acts 2:40 (KJV)  
40  And with 
many other 
words did he 
testify and 
exhort, saying, 
Save yourselves 
from this 
untoward 
generation.  
 
 

Acts 2:40 (ASV)  
40  And with 
many other 
words he 
testified, and 
exhorted them, 
saying, Save 
yourselves from 
this crooked 
generation.  

Acts 2:40 (ESV)  
40  And with 
many other 
words he bore 
witness and 
continued to 
exhort them, 
saying, “Save 
yourselves from 
this crooked 
generation.”  

 Acts 2:40 
(NKJV)  
40  And with 
many other 
words he 
testified and 
exhorted them, 
saying, "Be 
saved from this 
perverse 
generation.”  

Acts 2:40 (NIV)  
40  With many 
other words he 
warned them; 
and he pleaded 
with them, 
"Save 
yourselves from 
this corrupt 
generation.”  

Acts 2:40 
(NASB)  
40  And with 
many other 
words he 
solemnly 
testified and 
kept on 
exhorting them, 
saying, "Be 
saved from this 
perverse 
generation!”  

Acts 2:40 
(HCSB)  
40  And with 
many other 
words he 
testified and 
strongly urged 
them, saying, 
“Be saved from 
this corrupt 
generation!”  

“ἑτέροις τε λόγοις πλείοσιν διεμαρτύρετο καὶ παρεκάλει λέγων, Σώθητε 
ἀπὸ τῆς γενεᾶς τῆς σκολιᾶς ταύτης” 

σῴζω sōzō Tense: Aorist – emphasis on punctiliar action; no direct English equivalent 
Voice: Passive – subject is the recipient of  the action 
Mood: Imperative – command to the hearer to perform an action 

Emphasis on the “passive” voice results in a “be saved” translation. 
Emphasis on the “imperative” mood results in a “save yourselves” translation. 
Focusing on doctrine with negligence of  context results in an emphasis on the passive voice. 
Focusing on context with awareness of  the transition restores the proper meaning and emphasis. 



HYPOCRISY OF THEIR ARGUMENT: 
After making such a big argument about the grammar in Acts 2:40, you’ll never hear them 
arguing about these, which are also aorist passive imperatives: 

1 Peter 5:6 (KJV)  
6  Humble 
yourselves 
therefore under 
the mighty hand 
of God, that he 
may exalt you in 
due time:  

1 Peter 5:6 (ASV)  
6  Humble 
yourselves 
therefore under 
the mighty hand 
of God, that he 
may exalt you in 
due time;  

1 Peter 5:6 (ESV)  
6  Humble 
yourselves, 
therefore, under 
the mighty hand 
of God so that at 
the proper time 
he may exalt you,  

1 Peter 5:6 
(NKJV)  
6  Therefore 
humble 
yourselves under 
the mighty hand 
of God, that He 
may exalt you in 
due time, 

1 Peter 5:6 (NIV)  
6  Humble 
yourselves, 
therefore, under 
God's mighty 
hand, that he may 
lift you up in due 
time. 

1 Peter 5:6 
(NASB)  
6  Therefore 
humble 
yourselves under 
the mighty hand 
of God, that He 
may exalt you at 
the proper time, 

1 Peter 5:6 
(HCSB)  
6  Humble 
yourselves, 
therefore, under 
the mighty hand 
of God, so that 
He may exalt you 
at the proper 
time,  

James 4:10 (KJV)  
10  Humble 
yourselves in the 
sight of the Lord, 
and he shall lift 
you up. 

James 4:10 (ASV)  
10  Humble 
yourselves in the 
sight of the Lord, 
and he shall exalt 
you.  

James 4:10 (ESV)  
10  Humble 
yourselves before 
the Lord, and he 
will exalt you.  

James 4:10 
(NKJV)  
10  Humble 
yourselves in the 
sight of the Lord, 
and He will lift 
you up.  

James 4:10 (NIV)  
10  Humble 
yourselves before 
the Lord, and he 
will lift you up.  

James 4:10 
(NASB)  
10  Humble 
yourselves in the 
presence of the 
Lord, and He will 
exalt you. 

James 4:10 
(HCSB)  
10  Humble 
yourselves before 
the Lord, and He 
will exalt you.  

This hypocrisy proves that doctrine is the motivation for their argument. In other words, 
they don’t get their doctrine from scripture. They change scripture to fit it into their 
doctrine. 



1 Timothy 4:16 
(KJV)  
16  Take heed 
unto thyself, 
and unto the 
doctrine; 
continue in 
them: for in 
doing this thou 
shalt both save 
thyself, and 
them that hear 
thee.  
 

1 Timothy 4:16 
(ASV)  
16  Take heed to 
thyself, and to 
thy teaching. 
Continue in 
these things; for 
in doing this 
thou shalt save 
both thyself and 
them that hear 
thee.  

1 Timothy 4:16 
(ESV)  
16  Keep a close 
watch on 
yourself and on 
the teaching. 
Persist in this, 
for by so doing 
you will save 
both yourself 
and your 
hearers. 

 1 Timothy 4:16 
(NKJV)  
16  Take heed to 
yourself and to 
the doctrine. 
Continue in 
them, for in 
doing this you 
will save both 
yourself and 
those who hear 
you. 

1 Timothy 4:16 
(NIV)  
16  Watch your 
life and doctrine 
closely. 
Persevere in 
them, because if 
you do, you will 
save both 
yourself and 
your hearers. 

1 Timothy 4:16 
(NASB)  
16  Pay close 
attention to 
yourself and to 
your teaching; 
persevere in 
these things, for 
as you do this 
you will ensure 
salvation both 
for yourself and 
for those who 
hear you.  

1 Timothy 4:16 
(HCSB)  
16  Pay close 
attention to 
your life and 
your teaching; 
persevere in 
these things, for 
by doing this 
you will save 
both yourself 
and your 
hearers. 

NASB 

This introduced more doctrinal error than it tried to solve by 
using the word “salvation” which conveys even more doctrinal 
strength instead of  asking the hermeneutical question, “From 
what will they be saved?” 

See also James 5:15; 1 Tim. 2:15; Matt. 24:13, 22. 
etc…  



Correcting the text due to doctrine they had prior to consulting the passage à this should 
be a huge red flag. It is possible that the text has something to convey that your doctrinal 
system hasn’t considered yet? Has your doctrine exhausted all of  the bible, or do you 
think their may be a few nuggets still out there? 
 
This may seem like a lot of  explanation, but if  your mind is already tracking the flow, the 
meaning of  Acts 2:40 naturally fits where it is supposed to. The true is simple, but 
deconstructing a false paradigm can take time and effort. All the explanation is required 
because in this apostate age Christians who think they’re tracking (Heb. 5:12-14) still lack 
scriptural training. Their extensive “training” and “maturity” is in systematic theology, 
which does not align with the text. 
 
This is the type of  Thing Jesus had in mind when saying this to religious people: 
John 10:26-27 (KJV)  
26  But ye believe not, because ye are not of  my sheep, as I said unto you.  
27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:  



Concerning Acts 2:40, It is not so much WHAT is says or HOW it 
is worded, but the MOTIVATION that prompts them to change the 
wording. They don’t notice the issue because of  grammar. They 
notice it because of  doctrine, and their failure to understand the 
context of  the text. They present a grammatical argument 
retroactively to support their alteration of  the text to match their 
doctrine.  
 
If  scripture can be altered to match doctrine, then where is the 
doctrine coming from? 



Arminian will argue that this verse proves a person 
can save themselves. 
 
Calvinists will respond by changing the verse to match 
their doctrine.  
 
They are both wrong. 
 
*BTF views both Calvinism and Arminianism as two sides of  the same coin 
of  false doctrine. They are both wrong for identical hermeneutical errors. 



Hebrews 5:11-14 (KJV)  
11 Of  whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, 
seeing ye are dull of  hearing.  
12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that 
one teach you again which be the first principles of  the oracles of  
God; and are become such as have need of  milk, and not of  strong 
meat.  
13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of  
righteousness: for he is a babe.  
14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of  full age, even those 
who by reason of  use have their senses exercised to discern both 
good and evil.  



Acts 2:40 (KJV)  
40 And with many other words 
did he testify and exhort, saying, 
Save yourselves from this 
untoward generation.  



•  THANKS FOR WATCHING 
•  SLIDES AVAILABLE ON BEYOND THE FUNDAMENTALS.COM 
•  WITH A LINK IN THE COMMENT SECTION BELOW 
•  IF YOU ENJOYED THE VIDEO OR FOUND IT USEFUL, PLEASE 

CLICK THE “LIKE” BUTTON 
•  PLEASE SUBSCRIBE TO THE CHANNEL IF YOU’D LIKE TO BE 

NOTIFIED OF FUTURE VIDEOS 
•  IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS OR REQUESTS FOR WHAT YOU’D 

LIKE TO SEE COVERED IN A FUTURE VIDEO, SEND ME AN 
EMAIL AT MY WEB SITE 

•  REMEMBER TO WATCH MY OTHER VIDEOS ON CALVINSISM 
AND ON MANY OTHER TOPICS. 

•  THANKS AGAIN FOR WATCHING. MAY THE LORD BLESS YOU 
AS YOU SERVE HIM. 


