LIE NOT ONE TO ANOTHER
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Colossians 3:9 (KJV)
9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye
have put off the old man with his deeds;
Leviticus 19:11 (KJV)
11 Ye shall not steal, neither deal falsely,
neither lie one to another.

Colossians 3:9 (KJV)
9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off
the old man with his deeds;
What passes through most minds when they see this
is “don’t communicate verbally or non-verbally with
an INTENT to deceive or mislead.” But this verse is
not about “intent.” It even covers inaccurate
information that is relayed by a person who believes
it to be true. In other words, an unwitting lie.

When the dynamic is rivalrous or
competitive, and information is territorial
gain or advantage, and participants have
the capacity to strategize the information
they communicate, there are suddenly all
sorts of reasons why inaccurate information
may be conveyed. So epistemology on the
part of each individual is crucial.

Romans 1:28–30 (KJV)
28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their
knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate
mind, to do those things which are not convenient;
29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication,
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of
envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,
30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud,
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to
parents,

We tend to cater to
people’s addiction to
certainty by feigning to
provide it.

Ways we lie:
Make an excuse to not participate in something when you really just don’t
want to go.
Pass along un-verified information.
- repeating brother Melms
- teaching a church’s/denomination’s “Statement of Faith” or “Confession”
- repeat ideas that are not yours (doctrines, philosophies)
- Politically charged info (climate change, skewed info about a politician,
etc...)
- Find reasons to justify, rationalize or bolster doctrines that you are
“supposed” to believe, as per “approved opinion.”

Ways we lie:
Repeat what you know will precipitate approval in your audience.
Lie due to lack of articulation skill.
Lie due to naively accepting someone’s nefarious ulteriorly motivated re-wording of your point or
position.
(ie: sufficient but not efficient)
Introduce pollution into the information ecology.
Information that is biased toward your position.
Selectively curated data that isn’t “false” but still leaves the impression of the wrong idea.
- the larger the data set, the more this can be done.
Pre-textualizing a source by a topical conversation prior to examining the text. (Romans 9 - this can
happen even unintentionally)
- thus not lying is more of an assertive aspiration which requires diligence, not merely a lack of
intent to deceive.

Ephesians 4:13–16 (KJV)
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ:
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things,
which is the head, even Christ:
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by
that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in
the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the
edifying of itself in love.

Ephesians 4:29–32 (KJV)
29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your
mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that
it may minister grace unto the hearers.
30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are
sealed unto the day of redemption.
31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour,
and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:
32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven
you.

When we see how much we “lie” without even
meaning to, this should effect our epistemology
to the point where we exercise the Omega
principle and seek out the unspoken thing that
is trying to be said, despite the lack of skill or
bias in articulating it. Thus, in the spirit of Eph.
4:32, we “forgive” poor articulation and bias as
we see through the communicated words and
look deeper into what was trying to be said.
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