Proverbs 16:1 (KJV)
1 The preparations of the
heart in man, And the
answer of the tongue, is
from the LORD.

If a passage seems to support Calvinism on the
surface, there are two things to bear in mind:
1. You have accepted a false premise somewhere
without realizing it.
2. Context and Calvinism never go together. There is
ALWAYS something in the context that contradicts a
Calvinistic view of the passage.

CONTEXT AND CALVINISM NEVER GO TOGETHER
Romans 9:18 (KJV)
18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have
mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.
John 6:44 (KJV)
44 No man can come to me, except the Father which
hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the
last day.
Ephesians 1:4 (KJV)
4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
without blame before him in love:

John 17:9 (KJV)
9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for
them which thou hast given me; for they are thine.

KEEP READING

Romans 11:32 (KJV)
32 For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that
he might have mercy upon all.

KEEP READING

John 12:32 (KJV)
32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all
men unto me.

KEEP READING

Ephesians 2:12 (KJV)
12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers from the covenants of promise, having no
hope, and without God in the world:

KEEP READING

John 17:21 (KJV)
21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me,
and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that
the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

Human mind craves:
- absolute certainty
- closure
- explanations
A characteristic Genuine wisdom is a healthy and patient relationship with uncertainty.
Sound epistemological processes help prevent a person from being taken captive by ideological
possession while settling for a paradigm that scratches the “absolute certainty” itch.
There is certainty offered in scripture (Pro. 22:21)
- discernment is needed to…
o know the difference between the truth delivered and the uncertainty of whether that truth
is properly understood
o know the difference between genuine epistemic truth and the veil of certainty offered by
paradigm which seems to be able to present answers

Three (3) functions of a paradigm:
1. Respond to reality
2. Conserve the paradigm
3. Resolve dissonance
During step three, the dissonance can be resolved either by modifying the
paradigm to be a better (updated) “map” of reality, or step three can result in
resorting to delusion (no longer responds to evidence/reality) in order to do step
two – conserve the paradigm.
If your step three always results in conservation of your paradigm, there is a high
probability that delusion is a featured input to your sense-making process.
You always want dissonance resolution to carefully update the paradigm so that it
better correlates with reality and evidence, not just conserve the paradigm.
Otherwise, delusion is occurring.
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Proverbs 16:1 (KJV)
1 The preparations of the heart in man,
And the answer of the tongue, is from the
LORD.
Capacity or content?
Process or product?
Procedure or proposition?

Proverbs 16:1 (KJV)
1 The preparations of the heart in man, And
the answer of the tongue, is from the LORD.
Reworded for an iPhone:
The information processing in the iPhone,
and the display of information on the
screen, is from Apple.

First and foremost, the ability to engage in this process is
a gift from God. It differentiates is from the animals who
are much more hypothalamically intensive, with very little
comparative ability to mitigate those drives.
So this is not a statement about the product, conclusions,
or outcome. This is a statement about the process.
The fact that men can procedurally engage in this process
is from the lord, and it is a god-like quality that comes
with the benefit package of being created in the image of
God. This is a trait that we inherit from being in the
likeness of our creator.

Types of knowing - Normativity:
Propositional knowledge normativity - conviction of truth claims/facts
Procedural knowledge normativity - engagement and practical demonstration of
empowerment
Perspectival knowing normativity - having an “optimal grip” on a situation
Participatory knowing normativity - attunement and connectedness with the arena
and agency relationship

For more info, see the work of Cognitive Psychologist, John Vervaeke

Types of knowing - Claims:

Propositional knowledge - claims on truth
Procedural knowledge - claims on power/influence
Perspectival - claims on presence
Participatory knowledge - claims on attunement
For more info, see the work of Cognitive Psychologist, John Vervaeke

2 Samuel 16:13 (KJV)
13 And as David and his men went
by the way, Shimei went along on
the hill’s side over against him, and
cursed as he went, and threw
stones at him, and cast dust.

Job 38:1–3 (KJV)
1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the
whirlwind, and said,
2 Who is this that darkeneth counsel By
words without knowledge?
3 Gird up now thy loins like a man; For I will
demand of thee, and answer thou me.

Acts 5:1–5 (KJV)
1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a
possession,
2 And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and
brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the
Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?
4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it
not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine
heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.
5 And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost:
and great fear came on all them that heard these things.

Deuteronomy 18:18–22 (KJV)
18 I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will
put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command
him.
19 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which
he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.
20 But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which I have
not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even
that prophet shall die.
21 And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the LORD hath
not spoken?
22 When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor
come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet
hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.

Ephesians 4:29–31 (KJV)
29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of
your mouth, but that which is good to the use of
edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.
30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye
are sealed unto the day of redemption.
31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and
clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you,
with all malice:

Proverbs 15:32–16:6 (KJV)
32 He that refuseth instruction despiseth his own soul: But he that heareth reproof
getteth understanding.
33 The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; And before honour is humility.
1 The preparations of the heart in man, And the answer of the tongue, is from the
LORD.
2 All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; But the LORD weigheth the spirits.
3 Commit thy works unto the LORD, And thy thoughts shall be established.
4 The LORD hath made all things for himself: Yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.
5 Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD: Though hand join
in hand, he shall not be unpunished.
6 By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: And by the fear of the LORD men depart
from evil.

Genesis 6:5–7 (KJV)
5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great
in the earth, and that every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.
6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on
the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.
7 And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have
created from the face of the earth; both man, and
beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the
air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.

POSSIBILITY SPACE
• Hold potential doctrinal conclusions in possibility space. Consider it as
a hypothesis and assign a numeric probability to the likelihood of it
being true.
• Do not become emotionally attached to or identified with any
particular hypothesis.
• Consider that original intent of a passage may not have included the
output of a systematic proposition, but that perhaps something else
was trying to be communicated.

POSSIBILITY SPACE
War-game some known options
• Assume the Calvinist frame temporarily, and check for dissonance and
contradictions. (This can be done with any paradigmatic frame)
• Assume the frame that Proverbs 16:1 is about the content, even if not
interpreted Calvinistically, and check the context (and the rest of
scripture).
• Assume the frame that Proverbs 16:1 is about the operational
capacity and not about the content being processed, and check for
continuity with context (and the rest of scripture).

Probabilities
- Calvinism - 0% - contradictions
- Content/propositions/Conclusions - low
- Capacity/Process/procedure - high

